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to forbid them he is committing sacrilege by uncouthly
and thoughtlessly blundering about on holy ground.
The school is no place for such a person. To guard
the little ones from their elders of this kind it is best
not to exhibit drawings to those who do not under-
stand them, whether in school or by sending them
home. The risk of their being done at home must
be endured and if the young artists are rebuffed there,
it is not likely that they will continue their efforts.

In all cases real self-expression should be aimed at.
That is, there should be avoidance of an imposition
of the thought of the adult, as when, let us say, after
the story of the stilling of the storm all are directed
to make boats, which are turned out much as are
sections from the machines in a particular shop
in a factory. Rather should there be every possible
opportunity for the exercise of the child's own
initiative, so that he is free to produce and meditate
upon whatever he may choose from his stock of
ideas. Under these conditions very beautiful thoughts
will often be disclosed. On one occasion after the
story of Ruth and Naomi, a boy of six drew a picture
that may be described in these words: on the left,
hilly land stretching down to a plain towards the
right; standing in the middle of the plain three
human figures; near them on the right several
sheaves of corn; and above a human figure appar-
ently in the air. This is the boy's description :
"They had to leave that country" (pointing in the
direction beyond the hills) " because there was a
famine, and they came to this country " (indicating
the plain). "There was com there" (pointing to
the sheaves). " That's the father, that's the mother,